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British power there. The commerce of the Carnatic,
as far as the inquiries of your Committee have ex-
tended, did not appear with a better aspect, even be-
fore the invasion of Hyder All KMn, and the conse-
quent desolation, which for many years to come must
exclude it from any considerable part of the trading
system.

It appears, on the examination of an intelligent per-
son concerned in trade, and who resided at Madras
for several years, that on his arrival there, which
was in the year 1767, that city was in a flourishing
condition, and one of the first marts in India j but
when he left it, in 1779, there was little or no trade
remaining, and but one ship belonging to the whole
place. The evidence of this gentleman purports, that
at his first acquaintance with the Carnatic it was a
well-cultivated and populous country, and as such con-
sumed many articles of merchandise; that at his de-
parture he left it much circumscribed in trade, greatly
in the decline as to population and culture, and with
a correspondent decay of the territorial revenue.

Tour Committee find that there has also been from
Madras an investment on the Company's account, tak-
ing one year with another, very nearly on the same
principles and with the same effects as that from Ben-
gal ; and they think it is highly probable, that, besides
the large sums remitted directly from Madras to Chi-
na, there has likewise been a great deal on a private
account, for that and other countries, invested in the
cash of foreign European powers trading on the coast
of CoromandeL But your Committee have not ex-
tended their inquiries relative to the commerce of the
countries dependent on Madras so far as they have
done with regard to Bengal. They have reason to ap-